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Diseases of Children*. By Edwin* E. Graham, M.D., Professor 
of Diseases of Children, Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia; 
Pediatrist to the Jefferson Hospital and to the Philadelphia 
Hospital; Consulting Pediatrist to the Training School for Feeble¬ 
minded, A ineland, X. J.; Member of the American Pediatric 
Society, etc. Pp. 902; with S9 engravings and 4 plates. Phila¬ 
delphia and New \ork: Lea & Febiger, Publishers, 391G. 

1 ms work makes another addition to the rapidly growing number 
of complete text-books on Pediatrics. In general it conforms to the 
best orthodox forms of such publications brought “down to date.” 
Apart from a general commendation of a book which the practis- 
m P**y s * c * an ma y acce pt as giving a reliable account of disease in 
childhood, certain features may be especially noted. The chapter 
de\ oted to infant mortality, heredity and environment is most 
timely and appropriate and should indicate to even* thinking physi- 
cum the importance of “preventive” as contrasted with “curative” 
medicine. Another chapter on the role played by fresh air in the 
treatment of disease should also be included in the same category 
as it forms a plea for the value of fresh air in health as well as in 
sickness. A special chapter on puberty discusses in a much more 
extensive manner than is usual a subject upon which the average 
physician has ideas scarcely less hazy than those of the laity. 
Another chapter of practical importance is that on dentition—that 
much overrated but not to be overlooked unit in the physiological 
development of the child. The relation of the teeth to disease also 
is adequately considered. Throughout the hook treatment is indi¬ 
cated in a way which is most likely to benefit the general practitioner, 

" j proper warning against the much-to-he-depreented over- 
zealous medication. The subject of infant feeding admittedlv is 
the most difficult one to present in the whole range of pediatrics, 
and it would seem to the reviewer that the author lias not developed 
it in the most logical order. The information, for the most part, is 
there, but the difficulty of securing an adequate conception of the 
relation of food to digestion and the results of indigestion has not 
l>cen solved as satisfactorily as the authors knowledge and experi- 
ence would warrant. Another point for criticism is to he found in 
the failure to follow the modern tendency toward the simplification 



59G 


REVIEWS 


rather than the multiplication of diagnostic titles, especially on the 
subject of the digestive disorders of infancy. A few omissions 
are to be noted, but on the whole the book covers the range of the 
diseases of childhood in a manner more than usually thorough. 

J. C. G. 


A Text-book of Human Physiology. By Albert P. Brubaker, 
A.M., M.D., Professor of Physiology and Medical Jurisprudence 
in the Jefferson Medical College. Fifth edition. Revised and 
Enlarged; with 1 colored plate and 359 illustrations. Philadelphia: 
P. Blakiston’s Son & Co. 

After paging through this new edition and comparing it with the 
previous edition one is impressed with the thoroughness of the revi¬ 
sion. Changes are numerous but not violent. This indeed would 
have been a mistake for the preceding edition was not only peda- 
gogically sound, but satisfactory as to the relative importance which 
was given to the data presented. The thoroughness rather manifests 
itself in the form of splendid conservatism in the selection of new 
material. In spite of the introduction of much new data the book 
is little enlarged, for many omissions of the proper sort have been 
made. 

Changes of a minor character are seen in the first chapters on the 
chemical composition of the body, the physiology of the cell, of the 
skeleton, of the muscle tissue, and of the nerve tissue. Diagrams 
and illustrations have been modified, and sometimes replaced by 
others. Much more bold type is used, which make the volumes 
more efficient as a reference book. These changes distinctly improve 
these chapters which had already reached a high degree of excellence 
in the previous edition. 

The chapter on food has undergone considerable change. The 
description of a modem metabolism experiment is concise and clear. 
The chapter on digestion shows considerable revision. The phy¬ 
siology of the sphincter cardin', and the movements of the intestines 
lms been brought up to date. In the chapter on circulation a couple 
of pages are devoted to the electrocardiogram. Arterial pressure is 
also given more consideration. The physiology of the vasomotor 
mechanism also shows advantageous changes of treatment and some 
new material is added. Calorimetric measurements are considered 
in greater length in the chapter on respiration. Internal secretions 
have also received much attention, for changes of an important char¬ 
acter are noted. If space permitted it could be shown that the other 
chapters have received painstaking attention as indicated by the 
changes of both a major and a minor character. 

The book has been written by an author who knows the philosophy 



